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Robert Alston was born in 1938 and educated at Ardingly College.  He has been married to Pat since 1969. They have daughter and a son, both married, and three granddaughters.

 Following National Service with the Royal Sussex Regiment in Gibraltar he took a degree in History at Oxford.  He then joined the Foreign Office and worked for them in Britain and overseas for 36 years.  Much of his career focussed on the Middle East.  He learned Persian and served in Afghanistan, Iran, and as British Ambassador in Oman between 1986 and 1990.  He had postings in Paris and at NATO in Brussels.  He was seconded to the Northern Ireland Office between 1990 and 1992. His last post was as British High Commissioner in New Zealand and the Cook Islands between 1994 and 1998. At the same time he was non-resident High Commissioner to Samoa and Governor of Pitcairn.

Since he retired in 1998 he has maintained his interest in the Gulf and has accompanied several Trade Missions to Iran.  He was Chairman of the UK-New Zealand Link Foundation for five years and is a Trustee of the Antarctic Heritage Trust.  He has been Chairman of Governors at Ardingly since 2005 and has also worked for the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Commonwealth Institute.

He lives partly in London and partly on the Romney Marsh in Kent. He is a Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, Chairman of Governors of the Marsh Academy in New Romney, and a Kent Ambassador.  He retains a keen interest in the history of the parts of the world where he has served, and has lectured on cruise ships on the Middle East and the Pacific. He enjoys travel, walking, music, and wine.

Robert Alston took office as the Master World Trader on 4th October 2007; he has no special dietary requirements.

